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RE: SECIA Excavation request

Evison, Leah

Mon 6/16/2014 1:49 PM

To:Vega, Sonia <vega.sonia@epa.gov>; Mankowski, Matthew <mankowski.matthew@epa.gov>;

Cclee, Stephen (MPCA) <stephen.lee@state.mn.us>; Cheever, Jennifer <Cheever.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Fischer, Timothy
<Fischer.Timothy@epa.gov>;

I met with Hans briefly this afternoon and he explained that MPCA agrees the sampling results at General Mills
do not support the need for removal action.

Leah

From: Vega, Sonia

Sent: Monday, June 16, 2014 12:17 PM
To: Mankowski, Matthew

Cc: Evison, Leah; Lee, Stephen (MPCA)

Subject: FW: SECIA Excavation request

Please see attached letter. Had a conference call today with Hans Neve, MPCA, and explained to him the need
for an imminent and substantial endangerment determination for the removal program to take an action.
“Mental and financial” effects do not qualified as such. | am not involved in this project. Leah kind of advice
them. The company is installing depressurization systems where needed. No one is on groundwater in the area.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Sonia R Vega

Federal On Scene Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
520 Lafayette RD N

St. Paul, MN 55015

(651) 757-2796

From: Neve, Hans (MPCA) [mailto:hans.neve@state.mn.us]
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2014 9:52 AM

To: Vega, Sonia; Evison, Leah

Subject: FW: SECIA Excavation request

From: Neve, Hans (MPCA)
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2014 8:47 AM
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To: Beeman, Michelle (MPCA); Koudelka, Kirk (MPCA); Sather, Kathryn (MPCA); Burman, Sandeep (MPCA); Rude-
Young, CoriAhna (MPCA); Verhasselt, Dave (MPCA); Campbell, Fred (MPCA); Olson, Edward (MPCA); Ostby, Mark
(MPCA); Timm, Allan (MPCA); Weckwerth, Cindy M. (Cindy.Weckwerth@minneapolismn.gov); Huff, Daniel A.
(Daniel.Huff@minneapolismn.gov)

Subject: FW: SECIA Excavation request

| am back at work today after vacation.

From: Ricardo McCurley [mailto:ricardo@comogreenvillage.info]

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:02 AM

To: Neve, Hans (MPCA); Lee Anderson-WHQ; Mary Sands; Messing, Rita (MDH); Cam Gordon; Kevin Reich;
Phyllis Kahn; Kari Dziedzic; Diane Loeffler; info@alfranken.com; Campbell, Ben

Cc: Calder Hibbard; Jake Jacobi; Stephanie Hankerson; Tedd Johnson; Wendy Menken; William Dane; Gretchen
Buechler

Subject: Excavation request

Hello Hans,

This is the formal request to excavate the original dump site as discussed in our last meeting. Also, I
will be on vacation from Friday, June 13th, through June 30th. Any urgent communications to SECIA

can go through Stephanie Hankerson (steph@comogreenvillage.info). I will be in the office tomorrow.
Thanks,

Ricardo McCurley

Executive Director

South East Como Improvement Association
Como Green Village

1170 15th Avenue, Ste 302

Minneapolis, MN 55414

(612) 676-1731
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The Southeast Como
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and economic environment of

our neighborhood.

June 11, 2014

Mr. Hans Neve

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

The Southeast Como Improvement Association (SECIA) requests that the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) take the required steps to implement an Emergency
Removal Action at the former General Mills Inc. (GMI) research facility located at 2010
East Hennepin Avenue.

Traditional remediation plans tend to focus on the purely technical aspects, yet there
are many other levels of harm done to individuals and a community. If the intent is
truly to repair the harm, then this project must include actions that address: mental
health, physical health, financial health, livability (in homes and in the community) and
the long-term viability of the neighborhood. In the medical world this multi-faceted
approach is often referred to as 360-degree services. We strongly feel that to
become a model for ‘doing this right’ for future communities, remediation must include
activities that address these human elements along with the technical options
measured by industry standards.

We understand that there may be other dump locations, that the actual amount
dumped may be under debate and that time may have removed remaining chemicals
from the soil. As such we have every expectation that further expanded testing will
occur to more clearly define the scope of the problem around the original dump sites
as well as the rest of the community. We believe that excavation and testing can be
conducted simultaneously.

However, the original dump site has been publically indicated on the map for over 30
years as a site where an incredibly large amount of toxic chemicals were dumped. It
is that message that is firmly established in the minds of the Como residents, the
media and the general public. Given that easily accessible on-line research and recen
media stories do not indicate that any excavation of the site has occurred, the
conclusion for the average person is that the site was never excavated and the
assumption will be that there are still toxic chemicals located in the soil. Even if soil
tests (borings or other sampling methods) show a low degree of TCE, the general
public’s perception will remain that nothing was done to clean-up the original dump site
so prominently starred on all maps. This will continue to raise questions in the minds
of current residents and could deter future residents from moving into Como.

Therefore we make this Removal Action request based on the following:

e Thatitis critically important the community, the public and the media visually
see that the original site has been fully excavated as an initial step in the fuller
remediation to come.

e That this will help the Como community see that there will be real, physical
actions this time in cleaning up the pollution which will show the
aggressiveness of short and long-term activities.

e That while this may not be fully in line with typical technical standards, it will
start to address concerns related to the comfort of residents as well as the
long-term viability of the neighborhood — as it will ‘take the star off the map.



e That any excavation of the original dump site was minimal, as it was determined originally to focus
on the pump and treat system of remediation.

e That any chemicals dumped by GMI still reside (or are perceived to be residing) in the soil around the
original dumping pit and the average person will assume they still pose a threat for continued
contamination of the groundwater.

e That there is little trust in the Como community given past practices and that the original parties —
GMI, MPCA - are still the ones that will move this project forward; therefore we need actions that are
designed to rebuild trust in the process.

e That the MPCA has the authority to do what is right and could exercise that authority to start visible
activities as quickly as possible.

e That the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recognizes the need for Removal Actions
even at sites that will also need longer-term clean-up:

“In addition, abandoned industrial facilities that used chemicals and other hazardous substances may not have
stored or disposed of them properly prior to closing operations. Today, these sites are undergoing long-term
cleanup actions which may take several years to fully study the problem, develop the right remedy, and clean up the
hazardous waste.”

“EPA does not ignore the possibility that serious immediate threats to the environment or to the people who live or
work around these sites may need to be taken care of before the long-term action is complete, or even underway. If
there are any immediate threats present at these sites, EPA may respond quickly to perform a removal action.”

“A long-term clean-up site may ultimately have several removal actions, or it may have none. In some cases,
removal actions eliminate the need for a long-term cleanup at certain portions of the site. As a result, removal
actions may speed the cleanup of portions of the site and may lead to early elimination of the site from EPA's
long-term clean-up program.” (Source: http://www.epa.gov/superfund/programs/er/hazsubs/timecrit.htm)

SECIA believes that direct involvement by the community in the development of a 360-degree approach
towards the remediation of the TCE issue should become the model for the MPCA and other communities in
the future. We look forward to your consideration and timely response to our request.

i% A Pt

Sincerely,
Wendy Menken, SECIA, President

CC:Lee Anderson, General Mills
Mary Sands, Barr Engineering
Rita Messing, Minnesota Department of Health
Cam Gordon, Minneapolis Council Member Ward 2
Kevin Reich, Minneapolis Council Member Ward 1
Peter McLaughlin, Hennepin County Commissioner District 4
Kari Dziedzic, Minnesota State Senator District 60
Diane Loeffler, Minnesota House of Representatives District 60A
Phyllis Kahn, Minnesota House of Representatives District 60B
Keith Ellison, US House of Representatives, Minnesota District 5
Amy Klobucher, US Senator from Minnesota
Al Franken, US Senator from Minnesota


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fsuperfund%2Fprograms%2Fer%2Fhazsubs%2Ftimecrit.htm&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGhRUt9u87JoHMEgWhJiIztkH4-Aw

